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Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  for  i960 

as  follows 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1959,  I  expressed  the  view  that  many  of  the 
medico-social  problems  of  modern  times  arise  from  an  undue  emphasis  on  the 
materialistic  side  of  life  associated  with  a  neglect  of  the  more  intangible 
but  no  less  important  aspects  which  cannot  be  measured  by  physical  standards. 

I  see  no  reason  to  alter  my  views,  in  fact,  a  recent  book  giving  details  of 
the  work  carried  out  by  the  N.S.P.C.C.  shows  that  cases  of  child  cruelty  and 
neglect  are  on  the  increase. 

The  reason  would  appear  to  be  that  some  parents  seem  determined  to  lead 
the  same  sort  of  life  as  they  did  before  they  had  children  and  in  some  cases, 
the  same  sort  of  life  before  they  were  married.  This  attitude  must  lead 
to  trouble  either  in  the  near  or  distant  future.  The  change  from  the  single 
to  the  marital  state  demands  sacrifices  as  great  as  the  change  to  parenthood ; 
although  in  each  case  the  rewards  can  far  outweigh  any  sacrifices  which  have 
been  made. 

One  of  the  main  problems  of  Public  Health  today  is  that  of  Mental  Disorde 
The  vast  majority  of  hospital  beds  are  occupied  by  mental  cases.  Schizophrenia 
for  example,  fills  more  hospital  beds  than  Cancer  and  all  the  infectious 
diseases  combined. 

At  the  end  of  1959,  the  Mental  Health  Act  (1959)  came  into  operation.  In 
brief,  the  Act  introduces  new  terminology,  "Mental  Disorder"  is  a  generic  term 
and  includes  "severe  subnormality",  "subnormality",  and  "Psychopathic  Disorder. 

Mental  Hospitals  are  now  known  as  Psychiatric  Hospitals  and  there  is  now 
no  longer  any  Statutory  Supervision,  cases  being  merely  registered  as 
"mentally  handicapped. " 

It  is  doubtful  if  the  new  terminology  will  result  in  any  improvement  in 
the  treatment  of  Mental  Disorder  or  will  dispel  any  ideas  held  about 
Psychiatric  Hospitals  in  the  Public  mind. 

The  new  Act  delegates  much  more  responsibility  to  the  Local  Authorities 
whose  duties  include  the  provision  of  transport,  training  centres,  home 
training,  residential  accommodation  and  a  home  visiting  service. 

The  Act  tries  to  remove  the  stigma  associated  with  Mental  Disorder  and 
without  doubt,  this  is  a  great  advance  but  it  must  also  be  remembered  that 
whilst  these  unfortunate  people  should  receive  all  possible  help,  some  should 
be  received  back  into  the  community  only  after  the  most  stringent  precautions 
have  been  taken  to  ensure  that  a  cure  has  been  achieved. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  major  causes  of  death  since  my  last 
report.  In  the  younger  age  group,  congenital  and  hereditary  defects,  heart 
disease  and  accidents  in  the  home  are  the  most  important,  whilst  in  the  older 
age  groups,  road  accidents  are  an  ever  increasing  cause. 

Deaths  from  various  forms  of  cancer  are  still  increasing  although  there 
has  been  some  recent  evidence  to  suggest  that  smoking  may  not  play  quite  such 
an  important  role  in  the  causation  of  lung  cancer.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
the  type  of  person  who  smokes  heavily  is  the  “highly  strung,  nervous  person, 
always  dashing  about"  and  that  cancer  is  more  common  in  this  type  of  person. 

With  regard  to  deaths  from  Coronary  Thrombosis,  some  of  the  figures 
notified  may  be  inaccurate.  There  are  several  clinical  conditions  which  may 
produce  sudden  death  and  where  the  differential  diagnosis  from  coronary 
thrombosis  may  be  difficult  without  a  Post  Mortem  examination.  Even  so, 
Coronary  Artery  disease  is  still  a  predominate  cause  of  death  of  middle 
aged  men. 
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Food  Poisoning  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  in  the 
Swaffham  Rural  District  during  I960* 

Problem  Families.  These  are  families  needing  a  disproportionate  amount 
of  care,  supervision  and  help.  Either  or  both  parents  are  often  unstable. 

Such  families  resist  every  attempt  at  rehabilitation. 

In  this  area.  Case  Conferences  are  held  under  the  Chairmanship  of  the 
County  Council's  Childrens  Officer.  Representatives  of  all  the  Social 
Services  attend.  Each  case  is  discussed  and  a  co-ordinating  officer  is 
appointed  to  visit  the  family. 

Many  of  these  families  are  habitually  in  arrears  with  rent  and  then  a 
particular  problem  arises.  If  the  family  are  evicted  for  non-payment  of  rent, 
the  Press  seize  on  every  opportunity  to  create  news  headlines  and  a  picture  is 
sometimes  created  of  a  hard-hearted  Council  brow-beating  a  defenceless  tenant, 
but  it  is  forgotten  that  the  Council  owes  a  duty  to  those  ratepayers  who 
pay  their  rent  demand  regularly.  Examples  must  be  made  and  regulations 
obeyed  or  the  revenue  would  suffer  a  serious  loss. 

What  is  most  important  in  my  opinion,  is  the  fact  that  keeping  an  evicted 
family  in  a  Local  Authority  Home  is  very  costly.  A  possible  solution  would  be 
for  the  County  Council  to  pay  the  arrears  and  rent  and  to  recover  payment  from 
the  tenant.  The  County  Council  has  a  large  staff  available  for  dealing  with 
these  families  who  are  such  a  problem  to  a  District  Council  who  have  not  the 
time  or  the  staff  to  devote  to  these  families. 

National  Assistance  Act  (1948). 

There  have  been  several  cases  where  applications  have  been  made  to  me 
by  well  meaning  persons,  to  have  elderly  people  living  alone  and  under  poor 
circumstances,  removed  to  hospital  using  compulsory  powers  under  Section  47  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act.  This  states  that  persons  who  are  "suffering 
from  grave  chronic  disease  or  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated, 
are  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  are  unable  to  devote  themselves  and  are 
not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention"  can  be  removed 
against  their  will  into  hospitals  or  institutions. 

Although  the  conditions  under  which  many  an  old  person  lives  are  often 
dirty  and  undesirable,  they  at  least  constitute  "home"  to  that  person  and  quite 
rightly,  the  law  takes  a  most  serious  view  of  any  attempt  at  intrusion  into  a 
persons  private  life. 

Very  few  of  the  cases  which  I  have  been  asked  to  see,  fulfill  all  the 
criteria  as  laid  down  in  the  Act  and  in  every  case  where  compulsory  removal 
is  justified,  a  solution  has  been  found  without  recourse  to  compulsion.  No 
cases  were  dealt  with  under  Section  47  of  this  Act. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

B.C.G-.  The  vaccination  of  school  leavers  has  continued  during  the  year. 
As  mentioned  in  my  previous  report,  the  scheme  involves  a  preliminary  injection 
to  determine  those  who  are  susceptible  to  Tuberculosis  and  it  is  of  interest  to 
note  the  high  percentage  of  persons  found  to  be  at  risk.  These  are  then  given 
the  B.C.G.  vaccine,  (known  by  the  initials  of  the  discoverer). 

Details  of  the  B.C.G.  scheme  in  Health  Division  6  are  given  below. 


Total  number  eligible 

1212 

Number  tested 

872 

Number  vaccinated 

58  5 

Acceptance  rate 

12/o 

/  requiring  vaccination 

80/j 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  the  high  percentage  of  cases  considered  to 
require  protection  against  'Tuberculosis 

Number  of  cases  on  the  register  during  the  past  3  years  - 
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Three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  two  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  notified  for  the  first  time  in  I960. 

Infectious  Disease s 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  major  epidemic  of  measles  throughout 
the  nation.  Measles  tends  to  recur  in  two-yearly  cycles  although  the  reason  for 
this  is  not  known.  There  are  several  difficulties  in  the  prevention  of 
Measles.  First,  the  early  symptoms  of  measles  (when  it  is  most  infectious) 
resemble  those  of  the  common  cold,  with  the  result  that  many  cases  are  not 
regarded  as  measles.  Second,  there  is  no  efficient  vaccine  available 
although  it  is  possible  to  give  serum  from  a  case  of  measles  to  a  patient. 

This  will  produce  one  of  two  results,  depending  on  the  time  interval  when 
it  is  given,  i.e.  if  given  within  five  days  of  the  onset  of  the  illness,  it  will 
produce  an  immunity  which  is  only  temporary  and  is  used  for  cases  where  it  is 
desired  to  postpone  the  illness  to  a  later  date.  If  given  after  five  days  of 
the  onset  of  illness,  a  mild  type  of  illness  is  produced  whereby  the  patient 
produces  his  own  immunity. 

Poliomyelitis. 

The  number  of  cases  in  the  country  continues  to  fall,  although  there  will 
almost  certainly  be  the  need  for  a  4th  injection  in  order  to  maintain  the 
high  level  of  immunity  given  by  previous  injections.  7/orkers  in  the 
immunological  services  carry  out  continuous  testing  of  selected  members  of 
the  community.  From  these  studies  the  number  and  timing  of  the  injections 
required  to  maintain  a  high  resistance  to  any  given  illness  is  calculated. 

An  oral  vaccine  is  at  present  being  developed  and  tests  are  being  carried 
out  to  determine  if  the  virus  is  altered  during  its  passsige  through  the  gut. 

This  will  almost  certainly  be  the  method  of  administration  in  the  future. 

Tetanus. 

Immunisation  against  this  disease  has  been  complicated  because  two  types 
of  vaccine  are  in  use.  There  is  tetanus  toxoid  which  produces  an  immunity 
lasting  up  to  five  years,  and  tetanus  anti-toxin  which  is  given  to  patients 
with  wounds  where  tetanus  might  develop.  Anti-toxin  produces  a  rapid 
immunity  which  only  lasts  about  2-4  weeks.  In  addition,  antitoxin 
neutralises  any  toxoid  already  present. 

The  answer  is  to  dispense  with  the  use  of  antitoxin.  This  can  only  be 
done  if  all  members  of  the  community  are  immunised  with  toxoid  at  the  prescribed 
intervals.  They  will  then  have  acquired  a  natural  active  immunity  to  the 
disease. 

147  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  in  Swaffham  Rural 
District  in  i960,  details  are  given  in  the  Table  in  the  appendix. 

Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949 

Restrictions  were  placed  on  the  sale  of  untreated,  milk  found  to  contain 
Brucellisis  from  3  herds.  These  restrictions  were  withdrawn  from  2  herds 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

G-eneral  Administration  of  the  Health  Service 

Thetford  Municipal  Borough,  Swaffham  Rural  and  Urban  Districts,  and 
Wayland  Rural  District  constitute  Health  Division  Ho. 6,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  those  duties  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Norfolk  County 
Council  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act;  such  services 
include  the  following 

The  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 
Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery 
Domestic  Help 
Mental  Kelp 

Some  services  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Area  Medical  Officer  who  is 
also  responsible  for  certain  duties  under  the  Education  Act  and  who  in  addition 
is  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  four  County  District  Councils.  The  Local 
Health  Office  is  at  Tanner  Street,  ‘Thetford  (Tel. Nos.  Thetford  3286  and  3341 )• 
There  are  nine  Health  Visitors  and  nine  Midwives  who  attend  16  centres 
throughout  the  area.  A  Doctor  attends  clinics  where  the  average  attendance 
is  25  or  more. 
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Ambulance  Service 

This  is  operated  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society,  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

NORFOLK  COUNTY  COUNCIL  SERVICES 

Welfare  Services  -  Administered  by  Norfolk  County  Council 

OLD  PEOPLE'S  WELFARE 

Old  People's  Clubs 

There  are  now  8  Old  People's  Clubs  within  the  Swaffham  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts,  Ashill,  Bradenham,  Hilborough  (including  Bodney  and  Gt.  Cressinghan) , 
Holme  Hale,  Necton,  North  Pickenhan,  Sporle  and  Swaffham.  These  Clubs  are 
run  by  voluntary  committees,  and  are  all  affiliated  to  the  Norfolk  Old 
People's  Welfare  Committee  to  which  the  Norfolk  County  Council  makes  an 
annual  grant.  All  the  clubs  apart  from  initial  grants  from  the  N.O.P.W.C.  and 
National  O.P.L.C.  are  largely  self-supporting.  Continual  efforts  are  made  to 
form  Clubs  in  oth&r  parishes  the  main  difficulty  being  a  lack  of  people  willing 
to  form  a  committee.  Even  in  these  parishes  local  organisations  are  often 
responsible  for  arranging  summer  outings  and  Christmas  Parties  for  the  older 
residents. 

Chiropody 

For  the  past  three  years,  through  the  good  offices  of  the  Swaffham  U. D.C. 
and  officials  of  the  Swaffham  Old  People's  Club,  it  has  been  possible  to  arrange 
regular  treatment  for  members  of  all  clubs  in  the  area.  A  grant  of  2/6d  per 
treatment  is  made  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council.  This  was  the  first  scheme  of 
this  nature  run  on  an  area  basis  in  the  County,  and  has  proved  really  beneficial. 

Hostel  and  County  Home  Accommodation 

There  is  an  ever-increasing  demand  for  this  type  of  accommodation. 

Initial  applications  and  medical  recommendations  are  obtained  by  the  Local 
Welfare  Officer  for  transmission  to  the  County  Social  Services  Officer  who  is 
responsible  for  the  allocation  of  vacancies. 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

Since  1948  the  Local  Welfare  Officers,  in  their  capacity  as  Duly  Authorised 
Officers,  have  worked  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Mental  Hospitals  serving 
the  area.  Duties  include  the  completion  of  Social  Histories  on  admission, 
Follow-up  Reports  and  After  Care  visits.  The  Swaffham  district  comes  within 
the  catchment  area  of  St.  Andrews  Hospital,  Thorpe,  for  all  Lunacy  and  Mental 
Treatment  Act  cases,  whilst  Mental  Deficiency  Act  cases  are  normally  admitted 
to  Little  Plumstead  Hospital. 

An  increasing  number  of  patients  are  now  admitted  to  hospital  under  an 
"Informal  Basis",  although  until  the  full  implementation  of  the  Mental  Health 
Act  1959  certification  in  the  old  sense  is  still  possible.  The  Mental  Health 
Act  1959  embodies  both  Lunacy,  Mental  Treatment,  and  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  and 
when  fully  implemented  will  involve  new  procedure  and  terminology. 

Psychiatric  Social  Clubs  have  been  formed  at  Norwich  and  Kings  Lynn  where 
ex -patients  can  meet  in  a  happy  social  atmosphere  as  a  further  step  towards 
complete  rehabilitation  in  the  community. 

Increased  provision  for  the  care  and  training  of  Mentally 
handicapped  children  has  been  ade.  Facilities  now  exist  for  children  to 
attend  the  Junior  Training  Centre  at  Kings  Lynn,  Swaffham  Day  Occupation 
Centre,  and  the  Adult  Social  Group  at  Watton,  whenever  suitable.  In  addition, 
Home  Teachers  are  available  to  instruct  children  and  Adults  in  their  own 
hones,  whilst  the  Local  Welfare  Officer  makes  periodic  visits  to  advise  and 
assist  in  any  problems  arising.  In  a  number  of  cases  temporary  care  has  been 
provided  to  enable  parents  to  take  a  holiday,  or  where  an  unexpected  emergency 
has  arisen. 

HOME  KELP  SERVICE 

This  service  has  had  an  increasing  demand  since  1948,  and  there  are  now 
approximately  47  cases  receiving  the  assistance  of  Home  Helps  in  the  Swaffham 
area  (Swaffham  alone  15),  and  28  Home  Helps  employed.  This  is  not  a  domestic 
service  and  is  only  provided  where  some  medical  necessity  exists.  The  provision  of 
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this  service  does  in  many  cases  enable  the  householder  to  carry  on  in  his/her 
ov/n  home  where  otherwise  hospital  or  other  accommodation  would  be  necessary. 

V.ELF ARB  OF  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED 

The  S waff ham  St.  Raphael  Club  for  Physically  Handicapped  Persons,  formed 
in  March  1956,  continues  to  flourish  and  now  has  a  membership  of  70.  The 
voluntary  committee,  representative  of  many  organisations  in  the  town,  has 
had  the  invaluable  support  of  the  Swaffham  R.D.C.,  U.D.C.  and  their  Officers, 
besides  tremendous  support  from  individuals  and  local  organisations.  In 
addition  to  the  many  social  activities,  which  have  included  seaside  holidays 
subsidised  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council,  considerable  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  field  of  Occupational  Handicrafts.  A  Further  Education  Class 
provided  by  the  Norfolk  Education  Committee,  resulted  in  several  members 
being  trained  successfully  in  the  art  of  net  making  which  they  now  carry  out 
in  their  own  homes. 

uEbTERi-iL  WELFARE 

The  Local  Welfare  Officer  is  always  available  to  advise  and  assist 
in  matters  of  general  welfare,  and  has  a  "Contact  Point"  at  Swaffham  Town  Hall 
every  Wednesday  afternoon.  Close  liason  is  kept  with  all  branches  of 
social  service  such  as  Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance,  National 
Assistance  Board,  Regional  Hospital  Boards,  voluntary  organisations,  etc.  Where 
it  is  not  possible  to  give  direct  help  or  advice  the  problem  can  often  be 
diverted  to  the  proper  authority. 

An  extremely  wide  field  of  welfare  is  involved  including  amongst  others, 
family  problems,  marital  breakdowns,  threatened  evictions,  problem  families, 
etc. 


In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  state  that  many  of  the  details  given  in  this 
report  represent  many  hours  of  work  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Dept: 
of  the  Council  and  of  the  Local  Health  Office  in  Thetford,  and  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  them  for  their  efforts  and 
co-operation. 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL.  STATISTICS 

The  estimated  Mid-Year  Population  was  9,460,  an  increase  of  300  over  the 
previous  year. 

183  live  births  of  which  6  were  illegitimate  were  registered  muring  the 
year  compared  with  180  in  1959* 

The  Birthrate  wa,s  19*4  per  1000  population  compared  with  19*8  In  1959* 
(That  for  England  and  hales  was  17 .1). 

There  were  5  stillbirths  giving  a  still  birth  rate  of  0.52  per  1000 
population,  and  a  stillbirth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  stillbirths  of  26.6. 
(That  for  England  and  hales  v/as  19. 7) • 

The  total  number  of  deaths,  86,  shows  little  change  from  the  figure  of 
94  recorded  in  1959,  giving  a  death  rate  of  9*1  per  1000  estimated  population. 
(That  for  England  and  hales  v/as  11. 5) • 

There  were  2  infant  deaths  under  one  year  giving  an  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  of  10.6  per  1000  total  live  and  stillbirths.  (England  and  hales  21.7).  The 
causes  of  death  were  congenital  cardiad  abnormality  and  asphyxia  from  inhaled 
vomitus. 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  notifiable  diseases. 

The  Birth  Rate  was,  therefore,  somewhat  higher  and  the  death  rate  lower 
than  the  remainder  of  the  country. 

TABLE  1.  Comparability  Tables  for  I960 


England 

Norfolk 

Swaffham 

and  hales 

R.D.C. 

Birthrate  per  1000  population 

17.1 

15.77 

19.4 

Stillbirthrate  per  1000  total  births 

19.7 

20.26 

26.6 

Deathrate  per  1000  population 

11.5 

11.22 

9.1 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births 

21.7 

15.99 

10.6 
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Vital  Statistics. 


19£2 

I960 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  by  Registrar 

General 

9160 

9460 

Area  (in  acres) 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses. 

Council  Houses 

984 

93216 

93216 

Other  " 

2246 

3240 

3230 

Rateable  Value 

£63,263 

£66,723 

Produce  of  Penny  Rate  (to  March  1961) 

BIRTHS 

£248 

£251 

Table  II.  Live  Births 


V 

Male 

Eeoale 

Total 

|  Legitimate 

if 

\ 

92 

83 

175 

j  Illegitimate 

| 

i 

6 

O 

C. 

8 

Total 

» 

98 

83 

183 

The  Birthrate  per  1000  estimated  population  =  19 • 4 

"  "  "  »  "  "  (England  &  Wales)  =  17-1 

The  comparability  factor,  the  ratio  of  the  national  to  local 

fertility  index  =  1. 04 

fo  of  illegitimate  live  Births  to  total  live  Births  =  4*5 

Table  III.  Stillbirths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


The  total  number  of  live  and  stillbirths  in  i960  was  therefore  188. 

Stillbirths  and  neonatal  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  under  4  weeks)  are  still 
the  main  causes  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year.  The  main  causes  of 
stillbirths  are  the  toxaemias  of  pregnancy  and  birth  injury  during  labour. 

It  would  appear  that  skilled  ante-natal  and  obstatrical  care  plays  an  important 
part  in  keeping  these  deaths  at  a  low  level. 


Table  IV,  A  summary  of  the  population,  births  and  birthrates  and  stillbirths 
during  the  past  five  yeans  is  given  in  Table  IV. 


Table  IV 


j 

1960:1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

1  Estimated  Population 

9460 

9160 

1° 

L9b 

9210 

9000 

Total  Births 

183 

181 

164 

3.69 

131 

Birthrate  per  1000  population 

19.4 

19.8 

17.8 

18. 3 

16.8 

Total  Stillbirths 

3.0 

1.0 

4.0 

4. 0 

3.0 

Total  Stillbirth  rate  per  1000  estimated  Pop: 

0.5 

0.1 

0.4 

0.4 

0.3 

"  "  "  "  "  total  Births 

26. 6 

5.5 

23.  b 

23.1 

19.5 

Infant  Mortality,  (deaths  of  children  under  1  year) 

There  were  2  infant  deaths  of  legitimate  children  giving  an  Infant  Mortality 

Rate  of  10.9  per  1000  live  Births. 
The  legitimate  infant  death  rate  per  1000  legitimate  live  Births  =  11.4 

Illegitimate  death  rate  per  1000  legitimate  live  Births  =  Nil 

Illegitimate  "  "  1000  illegitimate  "  "  =  Nil 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1000  Live  Births)=  Nil 
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Infant  Mortality  (Contd) 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1000  total 

Live  Births)  =  Nill 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week 

combined  per  1000  total  Live  &  Still 

Births  =  26.5 

Table  V.  Infant  Deaths  and  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Swaffham  R.D.C.  during 
the  past  5  years. 


l?6o" 

|  1959  j  1950 

J_  1957  j  3256  j 

Total  No. Infant  Deaths  under  1  year 

2 

•  1  3 

j.  3  L  ‘V  ! 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births 

10.9 

1  5.5  1  18.3 

I  17.8  5  26.3  : 

There  has  been  a  steady  decline  in  the  Ini' ant  Mortality  Rate  from  13S 
at  the  beginning  of  the  century  to  21.7  in  i960  for  England  and  Wales.  It 
differs  from  the  general  death  rate  in  that  it  is  related  to  a  single  age  group, 
that  of  infants  under  1  year,  and  is  an  important  measure  of  the  health  of  the 
community  and  its  social  environment. 

The  main  causes  of  deaths  between  4  weeks  and  12  months  were  due  to 
various  types  of  infection.  Although  there  has  been  such  a  great  reduction, 
there  has  not  been  the  same  improvement  in  infant  deaths  under  4  weeks 
as  that  of  the  older  groups.  The  main  causes  of  death  in  this  age  group  are 
Prematurity,  Birth  Injuries,  and  Congenital  Malformations,  i.e.  those  causes 
relating  to  Birth  and  Pregnancy  which,  in  turn,  are  directly  related  to  skilled 
Ante  Natal  and  Obstetric  Care. 

MORTALITY 

Table  VI  Gives  details  of  the  deaths  and  deathrate  for  Swaffhan  Rural  District 
during  the  past  5  years. 

Table  VI 


i 

i960  i  1959 

1958 

1957  1 

1956 

} 

♦. 

.  1 

Total  Deaths  j  86  j  94 

97 

90 

74 

! 

!  Deathrate  per  1000  population 

9.1  j  10.2 

10.5 

Q  Q 

9*c 

8.2 
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Table  VII  Gives  the  causes  of  death  and  sex  distribution  for  i960  (from  the 

Registrar  General’s  Short  List. 

TABLE  VII 


Registrar  i 

Gene  r al ' s  Cause 

List. No 

I 

Male 

! 

Eemale 

! 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Rhooping  Cough  j 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

11.  Malignant  neoplqsn,  lung  bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

5 

5 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

1 

14*  Other  Malignant  Disease 

7 

4 

11 

15 .  Leukaemia ,  aleukaemia 

0 

0 

0 

16,  Diabetes 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

9 

11 

20 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

6 

5 

11 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

0 

0 

0 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

4 

3 

7 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

3 

4 

22.  Influenza 

i  0 

0 

0 

23.  Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

24.  Bronchitis 

0 

3 

3 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  end  duodenum 

27*  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

0 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

3 

7 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

34*  All  other  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

35 •  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  v;ar 

1 

1 

i 

TOTALS 

42 

44 

] 

j  66 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  the  highest  number  of  deaths  were 
related  to  cardiac  and  circulatory  diseases,  Malignant  disease  and  Vascular 
diseases  of  the  Central  Nervous  System,  which  agrees  with  the  Rational 
figures. 

The  death  rate  per  1000  estimated  population  =  9»1 

"  "  "  "  "  "  England  and  bales  =  11.5 

The  comparability  factor,  the  ratio  of  the  national 

to  the  local  mortality  =  1. 03 

TABLE  VIII  Gives  details  of  deaths  in  Swaffhan  Rural  District  according  to 
Agr  Groups  (Erou  returns  submitted  by  the  District  Registrar) 
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TABLE  VIII 


Age  Group 

male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1  year 

2 

— 

2 

1  and  under  5 

>5  and  under  10 

10  and  under  20 

2 

- 

2 

20  and  under  J>0 

30  and  under  40 

1 

— 

1 

40  and  under  50 

1 

2 

3 

50  and  under  60 

4 

4 

8 

60  and  under  70 

8 

8 

16 

70  and  under  80 

15 

17 

32 

80  and  under  90 

9 

12 

21 

90  and  over 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

< 

42 

44 

86 

Table  IX  gives  details  of  the  number  of  deaths  from  certain  selected  causes 
classed  to  age  groups. 


TABLE  IX  _ _ _  Age  G-roup 


1  Cause 

♦ 

5-10 

10-20 

20-30 

..  ..  .....   - 

30-40 

. 

40-50 

50-60;  6 0—7 o|  70-8C 

80+ 

:  Total 

« 

Road  accidents 

- 

r— - 

1 

- 

1 

Coronary  thrombosis 

— 

— 

— 

- 

2 

3 

6 

— 

11 

Cancer  of  Lung 

- 

— 

- 

_ 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Cancer  of  other  sites 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

3 

6 

4 

20 

Lymphatic  leukaemia 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

- 

— 

1 

4 

1 

6 

Vascular  diseases  C.N.S. 

1 

4 

9 

4 

2 

20 

1 

Table  X  gives  details  of  the  number  of  deaths  from  certain  selected  causes 


during  the  past  5  years. 


TABLE  X 


Tuberculosis,  all  sites 

1 2^0 

im  |  1258 

*  122. 

19^6 

2 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

6 

8  1  12 

9 

5 

Other  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

-  I  1 

- 

— 

Road  Accidents 

1 

3  i  2 

5 

2 

Pregnancy,  Abortion  and  Childbirth 

"  j 

- 

- 

Cancer  of  the  lung 

2 

5  7 

1 

2 

Cancer,  other  sites 

20 

IS  1  11 

1 

17 

11 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

It  is  debatable  whether  the  number  of  notifications  is  accurate, 
especially  those  figures  for  measles  and  there  would  appear  in  my  opinion  to  be 
grounds  for  revising  the  nunber  of  notifiable  diseases. 

With  the  development  of  modern  antibiotics,  diseases  such  as  scarlet 
fever,  pneumonia  and  measles  to  name  but  three,  have  lost  their  importance. 

Similarly  it  has  been  suggested  that  Rubella,  humps  and  Chickenpox  should 
be  added  to  the  list.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Rubella  can  be  harmful  to  the 
foetus  if  contacted  by  the  mother  during  pregnancy.  It  would  appear  that  it 
might  be  justifiable  to  allow  young  girls  to  contact  the  disease  before 
marriage  so  that  they  develop  an  immunity.  humps  can  in  rare  cases,  present 
complications  and  the  only  danger  with  regard  to  chickenpox  is  that  it  can 
be  confused  with  smallpox,  where  the  situation  arises,  chickenpox  is  made 
notifiable.  Notification  would  Lest  serve  its  purpose  if  it  were  strictly 
linited  to  those  diseases  where  practical  preventive  measures  to  protect 
the  health  of  the  community  could  be  applied. 
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Table  XI  gives  details  of  the  Notification  of  infectious  diseases  in  I960  by 
ages. 


TABLE  XI 


Disease 

Under 

1 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-25 

25-45!  45-65 

| 

65+ 

Total 

l 

Tuberculosis,  oil  sites 

- 

r 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

. 

5 

Cerebrospinal  fever 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

i  2 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

7 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

6 

2 

9 

Eood  Poisoning 

- 

— 

M 

— 

Measles 

6 

53 

32 

24 

3 

2 

— 

120 

whooping  cough 

— 

1 

1 

-  ! 

mr 

— 

— 

2 

Infective  Hepatitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

«* 

— 

— 

2 

2  i 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

— 

-  1 

! 

1 

•tvcuJ'r-sundb 

1471 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year. 


Table  XII  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  past  five  years. 
TABLE  XII 


|  Disease 

I960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

!  1956 

Total 

Tuberculosis  all  sites 

5 

3 

3 

!  2 

j  1 

14 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

1  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

24 

2 

4 

12 

49 

whooping  Cough 

2 

7 

4 

65 

5 

83 

Erysipelas 

2 

- 

1 

1 

— 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Measles 

120 

115 

35 

131 

88 

489 

Paralytic  Polio 

!  1 

1 

2 

4 

Pneumonia 

9 

4 

3 

2 

9 

27 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

- 

2  , 

3 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

— 

1 

5 

1 

8 

i  Puerperal  lyrexia 

- 

- 

" 

2 

2 

Total  i;  147 

< 

155 

51 

212  | 

120 

6  85 

Table  XIII  Infectious  Diseases  in  I960  by  raonths  of  notification 
TABLE  XIII 


> 

Disease 

J  an* 

Feb. 

:  Mar. 

i-3.pl . 

May. 

Jun. 

J  i  i 

J  uly  |  Aug  .ISep.jQct.jNov 

j  _  ! 

4  JJ0C  ei 

Totalj 

"  111 1 "  l" 

[ 

|  1  1 

Tuberculosis  all  sites 

- 

- 

!  1 

;  - 

;  _ 

- 

2 

2 

i  — 

- 

- 

‘  *"■*  1 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

!  2 

— 

- 

- 

— 

2 

— 

1 

!  1  i 

7 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

:  _ 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

i  -  i 

9 

Measles 

1 

1 

1 

7 

4 

2 

3 

34 

Is; ! 

120 

Whooping  cough 

I 

- 

1 

2 

Infective  Hepatitis 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i  " 

- 

- 

- 

j  | 

1 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

< 

- 

. 

- 

1 

i  f 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

- 1  1  Jl  -  " 1 

— 

— 

*■* 

— 

i  - 
4 

- 

1 

i  -  } 

!  1 

1 

t 

l  i 

1 - 

T 

i 

Total 

LLJ 

Yours  obediently, 

N.T.v*.  POVER 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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A1TIUAL  REPORT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
for  I960 


Mr#  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  hereunder  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  I960. 

1.  RECORD  Of  INSPECTIONS 


Drainage  &  Sewerage  67 
Housing  336 
Refuse  Collection  and 

Disposal  100 
Food  Premises  117 
Water  Supplies  54 
Infectious  Disease  9 
Moveable  Dwellings  24 
Factories  11 
Rat  Infestation  1+2 
Milk  &  Dairies  13 
Infestations  16 
Miscellaneous  43 


852 

2.  COMPLAINTS  &  NUISANCES 

23  reported  nuisances  were  investigated  during  the  year  mostly  relating  to 
drainage.  One  Statutory  Notice  was  served  and  the  remainder  abated  by  informal 
action. 

3.  HOUSING 

The  condition  of  houses  generally  throughout  the  district  continued  to  improve 
mainly  due  to  older  properties  being  purchased  for  owner-occupation  and  to 
improvement  schemes  with  grant  assistance. 

10  Notices  of  Time  and  Place  under  the  Housing  Act  1937  were  served  on  owners 
of  property  during  the  year  and  subsequently  7  demolition  orders  and  3  closing 
orders  were  made. 

15  Houses  were  demolished  during  the  year.  In  two  cases  demolition  7/as 
carried  out  by  the  Council  in  default  of  the  owner. 

The  possibility  of  obtaining  grant  for  the  improvement  of  houses  has  become 
more  generally  known  and  a  steady  flow  of  enquiries  has  been  received.  Over  the 

year,  Standard  Grants  were  approved  in  respect  of  work  to  28  houses  and 
Discretionary  Grants  were  approved  regarding  12  houses,  totalling  £378 6. 

4.  S'ATER  SUPPLIES 

Samples  of  water  from  the  Council's  piped  supplies  continued  to  be  taken  at 
regular  intervals.  In  all,  35  samples  were  taken  and  upon  bacteriological 
33  proved  to  be  of  a  standard  of  purity  suitable  for  a  public  supply  and  2 
were  below  standard.  Two  sub-standard  samples  came  from  the  Oxborough  supply, 
where  after  chlorination  a  high  standard  of  purity  was  re-attained. 

A  mains  supply  of  water  is  available  to  the  whole  district  with  the  exception 
of  isolated  houses  end  groups  of  houses  and  in  some  of  these  cases  there  are 
private  piped  supplies. 

14  samples  were  taken  from  private  sources,  6  proving  to  be  satisfactory, 

5  unsatisfactory,  and  3  suspicious. 

5.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  reported  during  the  year,  and  investigation 
carried  out. 

Reported  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  investigated  mainly  to  ascertain 
any  connection  of  patients  or  contacts  with  food  production. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  following  the  removal  of  a  Tuberculosis  patient 
to  hospital. 

2  cases  of  Anthrax  in  cattle  were  reported  and  contacts  interviewed,  the 
destruction  of  carcases  and  disinfection  of  premises  being  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Police. 
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6.  DISH-GESTATION 

Several  complaints  of  insect  infestation  were  received  and  treatment 
was  carried  out  at  9  houses  for  the  eradication  of  cluster  flies  in  roof 
spaces,  wasps  and  bees  nests  in  walls,  and  ants. 

Wide  publicity  was  given  to  an  alleged  'invasion'  of  council  houses  at 
Necton  by  large  numbers  of  crickets.  Upon  investigation  this  proved  to 
be  exaggerated  and  in  only  one  house  was  a  cricket  seen.  An  insecticidal 
spray  was  used  in  two  houses  and  all  tenants  offered  insecticide  though 
none  was  accepted. 

7*  SEWERA&E 

Sewerage  schemes  serving  the  villages  of  Ashill  and  Cockley  Cley  ?/ere 
completed  during  the  year  and  work  was  commenced  on  laying  sewers  in  the  village 
of  Bradenham. 

Thus,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  villages  served  by  a  public  sewer  were 
Ashill,  Cockley  Cley,  Great  Cressingham.  Hilborough,  Holme  Hale,  Mundford, 

Necton,  North  Pickenham,  South  Pickenham,  Saham  Toney,  Sporle  and  W'eeting. 

Housing  sites  and  private  houses  not  connected  to  the  public  sewer  and 
served  by  septic  tanks  have  been  attended  to  by  the  cesspool  emptying  service. 

One  free  service  a  year  is  given  to  owners  of  houses  incapable  of  being 
connected  to  a  sewer.  Otherwise,  a  charge  is  made  of  35/-  for  the  first  load 
and  20/-  for  any  subsequent  load  on  the  same  day. 

380  visits  to  private  properties  were  made  during  the  year. 

8.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING- 

Collection  of  refuse  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  contract  at  fortnightly 
intervals  throughout  the  district. 

The  volume  of  refuse  collected  has  increased  noticeably,  not  only  due  to 
the  number  of  new  dT/ellings  but  to  the  public's  becoming  more  'refuse  collection' 
conscious. 

A  moving  floor  collection  vehicle  was  put  into  operation  during  the  year 
which  tended  to  have  poor  nanoeuverability  on  the  tips  and  often  necessitated 
tipping  short  of  the  face.  The  tips  thus  became  very  untidy  and  a  bulldozer 
was  hired  at  intervals  to  tidy  up. 

Seven  pits  continued  to  be  used  for  disposal  purposes  and  were  treated  from 
time  to  time  for  minor  rat  infestation  and  with  a  tip  dressing  against 
multiplication  of  insects. 

Anti-litter  posters  were  displayed  throughout  the  district  and  on  Council 
vehicles. 

13  litter  baskets  have  been  provided  in  various  villages  and  emptied 
regularly. 

9.  FOOD 

Food  premises  operating  in  the  district  during  the  year  numbered  and 
consisted  of  :- 

39  General  Stores 

3  Butchers  Shops 

1  Fried  Fish  Shop 

1  Wet  Fish  Shop 
3  Bakehouses 

2  Cafes 

28  Public  Houses 

117  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  during  the  year,  and  faults  in 
hygienic  practices  pointed  out. 

The  standard  of  food  handling  and  display  in  shops  has  shown  some 
improvement  but  unwrapped  articles  are  still  frequently  displayed  in  shops  at 
points  liable  to  contamination  by  customers.  This  applies  particularly  to 
unwrapped  sweets  which  are  often  pla.ced  in  positions  most  likely  to  attract  the 
attention  (and  the  fingers)  of  children  -  a.s  low  and  as  near  to  the  front 
as  possible. 

In  a  rural  district  such  as  this,  it  is  natural  that  there  are  a  number 
of  mobile  food  traders,  the  majority  of  whom  are  known,  though  no  doubt  there 
are  some  operating  in  the  district  who  are  not  known.  It  would  help  if 
legislation  were  introduced  requiring  the  registration  of  mobile  shops  and  such 
vehicles  and  laying  down  a  stdndard  of  hygiene  which  would  be  required  to  be 
attained  before  registration  was  effected.  A  check  could  thereby  be  kept 
on  mobile  food  premises  without  having  to  rely  upon  coming  across  them  by 
chance. 
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10.  MBA.T  INSPECTION 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  but  meat  was  inspected  at 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  of  Thetford  for  three  weeks  on  the  occasion  of 
the  absence  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for  that  authority. 

11.  MILK  AND  DAI  RIBS 

9  Milk  Distributors  and  Premises  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(general)  Regulations  1959,  and  regular  inspections  have  been  made. 

12  Dealers  Licences  to  sell  milk  under  the  Special  Designations 
"Pasteurised",  and  "Tuberculin  Tested"  were  issued  during  the  year  and  four 
for  "Sterilised".  In  addition,  Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  milk  in  the 
district  as  "Tuberculin  Tested"  and  "Pasteurised"  were  issued  to  6  holders 
of  licences  issued  by  neighbouring  authorities. 

Brucella  Abortus  was  detected  in  three  herds  of  cows  from  which  raw  aillc 
was  sold  to  the  public.  Arrangements  were  made  for  milk  from  these  sources 
to  be  heat-treated  and  alternative  supplies  laid  on  for  retail  distribution 
pending  isolation  of  the  animals  responsible  for  the  infection. 

12.  MOVEABLE  DiaELLIK&S 

9  Licences  to  station  caravans  on  individual  sites  we re  issued  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  19 36.  8  cf  these  related  to  caravans  for  permanent  residential 

uso  &  1  for  use  as  private  holiday  accommodation. 

During  the  year,  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960, 
came  into  force.  All  occupiers  of  caravan  sites  in  the  district  were 
informed  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  but  no  new  licences  had  been  issued  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

In  one  case,  informal  action  secured  the  removal  of  a  caravan  from  an 
unlicensed  site. 

13.  RODENT  C PETROL 

One  major  infestation  by  rats  at  Mundford  refuse  tip  was  dealt  with  by 
prolonged  baiting  with  warfarin  poison  and  was  eventually  controlled. 

Minor  infestations  at  four  other  refuse  tips  were  also  dealt  with  by 
similar  methods. 

Supplies  of  warfarin  bait  were  provided  to  householders  complaining  of 
minor  rat  infestation,  and  18  cases  were  dealt  with  in  this  way. 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION 
OP  THE  FACTORIES  ACT, 19 3? 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

:  Number 

Number  of 

on 

inspections 

written 

occupiers 

(1) 

Register 

(2) 

(3) 

Notices 

(4) 

prosecuted 

(5) 

i. 

Factories  in  v/hich  Sections  1, 
2,3,4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

- 

— 

ii. 

Factories  not  included  in  (l) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 

-  - . mm 

iii. 

by  the  Local  Authority 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

13 

11 

- 

- 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

** 

— 

Toi/Cul#  •  •  • 

13 

11 

- 

— 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases"). 


Particulars 

j 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  v/ere 
found 

- - - 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prose- 
cut ions  were 
ins  bituted. 

(6) 

i 

! 

j 

i 

Found  1  Remedied 

(2)  !  (3) 

Referred 

To  H.M.  \  By  H.M. 
Inspectors  Inspector 
(4)  L  (5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

'  - 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S,2) 

- 

- 

' 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

. 

_ 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

- 

1 

-  'I- 


:• .  : 


i- 
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Particulars 

U) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  1 

a 

found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
v/hich  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted. 

. (6) 

Pound 
.  (2) 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Remedied;  Inspector )  Inspector 

_ (3) _ i  (i) _ 1  (5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S»6) 

Sanitary'-  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

“ 

0 the ft  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Out -work) 

< 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

Yours  obediently, 
D.B.  P0XM5LL 


Public  Health  Inspector 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR 


Mr*  Chairman, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  i960,  as 

follows  :~ 

1.  WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Eastern  part  of  the  district  is  supplied  with  water  fiom  a  large  source 
and  headworks  situate  at  Bradenham.  Water  is  obtained  from  2  bores  sunk  into 
the  chalk  to  a  depth  of  350  feet  and  400  feet  respectively. 

The  raw  water  is  hard,  having  approximately  410  p.p.m.  total  hardness  and 
2.5  p.p.m.  total  iron  content.  It  is  treated  by  the  ’ Spirator'  type  lime 
softening  process  and  hardness  is  reduced  to  approximately  140  p.p.m.  The 
process  also  removed  the  whole  of  the  iron  at  the  same  time. 

The  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  is  good  and  periodical  sampling 
indicates  no  change  in  its  high  standard.  It  is  however  chlorinated  before 
passing  to  service. 

The  area  supplied  from  this  source  includes  the  parishes  of  Bradenham, 
Ashill,  Holme  Hale,  Necton,  North  Pickenham,  South  Pickenham,  Saham  Toney  and 
Sporle.  Water  is  also  sold  in  bullc  to  the  Mitford  and  Launditch  R.D.C.  for 
their  parishes  of  Little  Dunham  and  Shipdham. 

The  total  daily  demand  on  the  source  averages  approximately  160,000  gallons 
during  normal  periods.  During  the  hot  summer  weather,  however,  consumption 
rose  to  a  maximum  of  250,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  Western  part  of  the  district  is  less  densely  populated,  and  there  is  a 
greater  distance  between  the  villages.  This  area  is  therefore  supplied  with 
water  from  a  series  of  small  village  schemes. 

Water  from  these  headworks  is  out  of  the  chalk,  is  hard,  but  does  not  have  a 
very  higi  iron  content.  It  is  supplied  to  the  consumers  without  any  form  of 
treatment,  except  in  the  case  of  Mundford  where  a  small  hypochlorinator  is  in 
use. 

Consumption  in  these  villages  during  the  year  was  as  follows 


Beachamwell  &  Gooder stone  ) 


Headworks  at  Gooderstone 

) 

15,000 

g.  p«  d. 

Cockley  Cley 

•  •  • 

3,000 

g.p.d. 

Little  Cressingham 

•  •  • 

12,000 

g.p.d. 

Great  Cressingham 

•  •  • 

4,000 

g.p.d. 

Eoulden 

•  •  • 

3,500 

g.p. d. 

Hilborough 

•  •  • 

3,500 

g.p.d. 

Mundford 

•  •  • 

26,000 

g.p.d. 

Narborough 

•  •  • 

18,000 

g.p.d. 

Cxb  orough 

•  •  • 

4,000 

g.p.d. 

Weeting  (Supplied  in  bulk 

from 

20,000 

Mildenhall  R.D.C.) 

•  •  • 

g.p.d. 

109,000 

g.p.d. 

During  the  hot  summer  months  this  consumption  in  the  listed  parishes 
increased  by  approximately  13/  in  the  same  way  as  it  did  in  the  Eastern  area 
supplied  by  the  Regional  scheme. 

The  total  normal  daily  water  consumption  for  the  whole  district  was  thus 
269,000  gallons  and  during  the  hot  weather  this  rose  to  437,000  gallons  daily. 

2.  HOUSING 

Thirty  one  new  Council  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  which  brought 
the  total  number  owned  by  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  981. 

In  addition  to  these,  the  Council  still  had  5  converted  hutments  in  use  as 
dwellings  in  the  parish  of  Wee ting.  As  new  housing  accommodation  becomes 

available,  however,  these  tenants  are  being  moved  out  and  the  hutments  are  to  be 
demolished. 
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awen^fb^V^vil^rpS1?*63  iUrlne  the  *«■  »-e  were  53 
since  1953,  private  ^erprise ,0Wne"-°^upati“- 
increasing  as  shown  in  the  following  table  ■-  **“  dlstrlot  has  beon  steadily 

PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  HOURTNE 


i  YEAR 


HOUSES 

COMPLETED 


1953  1954  ~1955 


17 


18 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

I960  j 

22 

34 

32 

46 

» 1 

-‘-his  xncreQ.se  in  the  housp*^  rvpmr-i  *u  •  , 

due  to  the  Council's  policy  of  en mun  •  Y  J,rivate  building  has  been  largely 

inking  sites  available  in  various  mrS!  V  aSpe0t  °f  housi»S  * 
loans  and  advice  with  plans  and  design.  ’  S1Vln6  as£astance  b-r  '"V  of 


Yours  obediently, 


E.M.  JENKINS 

Surveyor 
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